Fatal autoimmune pancytopenia following bone marrow transplantation for aplastic anaemia.
We report a case of autoimmune pancytopenia 10 months after allogeneic bone marrow transplantation (BMT) for severe aplastic anaemia (SAA). The autoimmune haemolytic anaemia (AIHA) and immune thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP) were refractory to conventional immunosuppressive therapy which included steroids, azathioprine, vincristine and intravenous immunoglobulin. Splenectomy led to a recovery of the thrombocytopenia but the haemolysis continued despite further immunosuppressive therapy. Four months after the onset of haemolysis granulocyte-specific antibodies were detected. The patient subsequently received total lymph node irradiation (TLI) with a peripheral blood stem cell transplant (PBSCT) from his original donor, but died 9 days later from cerebral aspergillosis. The severe nature of autoimmune cytopenias and their lack of response to conventional treatment following allogeneic BMT is discussed further.